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Ferraro 'innocent victim?' 


Efforts by people of both persua- 
sions — Democrat and Republican 
— to paint Geraldine Ferraro as an 
“innocent victim” in the income tax 
scandal involving her and her hus- 
band, John A. Zacarro, are missing 
two all-important points. 

First, if elected vice president, 
she would be “only a heart beat 
away” from the presidency. The 
United States has had its $hare of 
“innocent victims” in the White 
House — unfortunately, the people 
didn’t find this out until too late. 

Americans do not want anyone in 
the White House, or next in line for 
it, who does not know what’s going 

on in his/her own house 

specifically in regard to income tax 
and the spouse’s business and finan- 
cial dealings. 

Payment of *53,459 to the Internal 
Revenue Service for back taxes was 
made by the couple Monday, to 
make up for a shortfall of $29,709 in 
1978 taxes (first noticed in the last 
few days by Ms. Ferraro’s new ac- 
countants). The additional $23,750 
was owed the IRS for “interest 

The original error, involving a 
gain of $68,439 on the sale — to a 
business partner of her husband — . 
of her half-interest in property pur- 
chased five months earlier for 
$158,750, was blamed on Ms. Fer- 
raro’s former accountant. 

This quick profit, added to gains 
from the sale to the same buyer of 
another piece of property, brought 
proceeds of $130,000 — the amount 
she needed to pay back family loans 
declared illegal by the Federal 
Election Commission. 

_ There have been questions about 


Mr. Zaccaro’s tenants in his proper- 
ty in lower Manhattan — one in 
which alleged pornographic 
materials are stored, and another, 
allegedly the site of gambling 
activities. 

Giving the vice presidential can- 
didate the benefit of the doubt, 
granted: Geraldine is an innocent 
victim. So, perhaps, were Senators 
Edward M. Kennedy and Thomas 
F. Eagleton, who took themselves 
out of contention for the highest of- 
fices in the land. 

Second, bearing the banner of the 
“first woman” vice presidential 
candidate, and already besmirched 
by her own political waters, will she 
prove to be the unsullied, 
unblemished white lambskin the na- 
tion wanted and had a right to ex- 
pect in this history-making 
moment? 

The selection of a woman by the 
Democrats or the Republicans to 
share the presidential ticket was 
long overdue, and to its credit, the 
Democratic Party did it first. 

But has the party chosen the best 
person to do this? 

Has the party and its leader serv- 
ed well this cause? 

Did Walter Mondale check far 
enough into the life of the Zaccaros 
before the nomination was tendered 
to her? Or was he also “an innocent 
victim” of his party lieutenants’ 
failure to ask important, probing 
questions as to whether there was 
anything in the Zaccaros' past the 
Democratic Party should know 
about? 

Apparently no one asked. If 
anyone did, what were the 
answers? 


